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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

a prize might be worth publishing in Poetry on the 
chance of its attracting the generous sympathy of some 
well-to-do reader. In the meantime let me repeat that 
Poetry is itself the best school and reward, so far as I 
know, which exists at the present time for young poets. 

Arthur T. Aldis 

Note by the Editor: One of Poetry's annual prizes conforms to our 
correspondent's suggestion — that of $100 "for a young poet," awarded 
last year and twice previously. This is not given "for an individual 
poem," but is " based on broader considerations of personal production 
and talent, youth and need." But we submit that there is a vast differ- 
ence between this annual hundred dollars (not yet secured for this year, 
by the way) and those two far richer memorial prizes permanently en- 
dowed for the benefit of the Chicago Art Institute art school. 

If anyone feels inclined to endow such a memorial prize in perpetuity 
for the benefit of young poets, the editor will engage to satisfy him as to 
the terms of such an endowment. Some trust company of proved re- 
liability should be made custodian of such a fund, and a committee of 
prominent poets should administer it. The editor will be very glad of 
suggestions as to the best way of appointing and perpetuating such a 
committee, in order to keep it freshly authoritative and uninstitution- 
alized. 

Those who are interested — and poets especially should be loyally in- 
terested — are requested to give this subject careful thought, and to send 
in their suggestions before September fifteenth, so that we may resume 
the subject editorially in our annual Prize-award Number in November. 

NOTES 

Paul Fort has been crowned Prince des Poetes in Paris, and has re- 
cently published, through Eugene Fasquelle, his twenty-seventh volume 
of verse, Au Pays des Moulins. Yet, though perhaps the most popular 
and prolific of French poets, he was little known in this country, if one 
may judge by slightness of sales and library circulation, until Amy 
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Notes 

Lowell introduced him in her Six French Poets, to which volume the 
reader is referred for an intelligent presentation of the man and his art. 
The Miraculous Catch is partly quoted by Miss Lowell, and admirably 
translated into prose. But as she does not attempt to reproduce M. 
Fort's rhyme-scheme, with its chiming repetitions of sound not unlike 
her own polyphonic prose, we present Mr. Newberry's version in the 
hope that our readers will be interested to compare the two translations 
of a poem so deliciously and whimsically French in its mood and style — 
its manner of achieving a modern picture of a mediaeval scene. 

M. Fort's series of Louis Eleventh poems, of which we present two, 
have been incorporated recently in a play which is to be produced at 
the Odeon in October. This autumn Mr. John Strong Newberry will 
publish, through Duffield & Co., his book of translations, under the title 
SelectedPoems and Ballads of Paul Fort. 

M. Fort was born at Rheims in 1872, directly opposite the Cathedral 
— now "la Cathedrale assassinee," as he has called it since its destruc- 
tion. For years he has lived in Paris. Miss Lowell speaks of his joie 
de vivre — "I know no one," she says, "except Sam Weller, who seems to 
me so bubblingly alive." 

M. Fort's translator, Mr. John Strong Newberry, is a resident of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rainer Maria Rilke, the distinguished Viennese poet from whom we 
present a translation, was discussed by Padraic Colum in Poetry for 
June, 1919, in a review of a volume of the Lemont translations. "A 
mystic poet," Mr. Colum calls him, one "lonely amid the crowd." 

Mrs. Jessie Lemont Transil, Rilke 's very competent translator, is a 
resident of New York. 

Of the American poets who appear this month for the first time: 

Mr. Glenway Wescott, a native of Wisconsin and recently resident 
in Chicago and Santa Fe, is the author of The Bitterns, published by 
Monroe Wheeler and reviewed in this number. 

Mr. John Crawford, a native of Arkansas and a resident of New York, 
has written for various papers — mostly prose criticisms. 

Mr. Ivan Swift, a painter as well as a poet, is the founder of Chippewa 
Cove Woods, an artist colony near Harbor Springs, Mich., where he 
lives at least part of each year. He is the author of The Blue Crane 
(James T. White & Co.). 
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Miss Marian Thanhouser, formerly of Milwaukee, Wis., is now study- 
ing at the University of California in Berkeley. 

The oniy poet of this month whom our readers have met before is 
Miss Marya Zaturensky — born in Moscow and resident in New York 
since she was brought to this country ten years ago. She has contri- 
buted verse to various magazines. 
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